issued by 
AMERICAN COUNCIL 


ano MATIONAL AFFAIRS 


1785 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


Bulletin No. Volume IX, Number 22 


June 21, 1960 


Disclaimer Affidavit 
Repeal Voted by Senate 
with Dubious Amendment 


The Senate on June 15, without a record vote, approved 
repeal of the requirement for the disclaimer affidavit 
under the National Defense Education Act, but added a 
significant amendment. The complete bill, S.2929, as 


passed, follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That section 1001 of the National Defense Education Act 


of 1958 is amended by striking out subsection (f) and inserting in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing: 


"(#) (1) No part of any funds appropriated or otherwise made available for ex- 
penditure under authority of this Act shall be used to make payments or loans to any 
individual unless such individual has taken and subscribed to an oath or affirmation in 
the following form: 'I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the United States of America and will support and defend the Constitution 
and laws of the United States against all its enemies, foreign and domestic. ' 

"(f) (2) No person may apply for or receive any grant, payment, or loan under this 
Act while he is a member of the Communist Party or any other organization having for one 
of its purposes or objectives the seizure or overthrow of the Government of the United 
States, or the government of any State or political subdivision thereof, by the use of 


force or violence, and has knowledge of such purpose or objective of that party or other 
organization. 


"(3) No person who within five years has been a member of the party or any other 
organization of the kind referred to in paragraph (1) may apply for or receive any grant, 
payment or loan under this Act unless his application for such grant, payment or loan 
is accompanied by a written statement, executed under oath, containing a full and com- 
plete disclosure of the facts concerning his membership in that party of other organiza- 
tion and the knowledge possessed by him during the period of his membership therein with 
regard to the purpose and objectives thereof. 

"(4) Whoever knowingly violates paragraph (2) or paragraph (3) of this subsection 
shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both." 


There is little doubt that Senator Prouty of Vermont, who offered the amendment, 
considered it stronger in its probable effect than the disclaimer affidavit provision 
itself. He presented an individual minority statement in opposition to the majority re- 
port of the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, which recommended repeal of the affi- 
davit. On the other hand, Senator Clark of Pennsylvania, during discussion on the 

Senate floor on June 16, made the following comment: "The new crime we have created 

adds little to existing law, is relatively unimportant, and of doubtful constitutionality. 
I suspect it will be a long, long time before any indictments are brought under it. So 
the price we paid was well worth paying." It will doubtless be some time before those 
interested in this problem, after a study of the legal and philosophical implications, 
determine whether the new bill is better or worse than the old provision of the Act. 
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Senate Approves The Senate on June 16 passed the Housing Bill of 1960, 
$500 Million for S. 3670, with several amendments. None of the amend- 
New Housing Loans ments, however, concerns the provisions of the bill in 


which institutions of higher learning are interested. 
The bill contains a total of $500 million in additional authorizations for college 
housing loans and other features which the American Council on Education has supported. Be 
(See this Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 21) The bill was passed by a vote of 64 to 16. This | 
fact may be of considerable significance if the occasion arises for attempting to 
override a Presidential veto. 


1,491 Fellowships The U. S. Office of Education has announced the award of 
Awarded Under NDEA 1,491 National Defense Graduate Fellowships. The fellows 


were selected on the basis of recommendations made to 

U. S. Commissioner of Education Lawrence G. Derthick by 136 colleges and universities 
whose proposals for 404 new or expanded graduate programs had been previously approved 
by the Office of Education. Programs were selected after recommendations had been made 
by a l2-member Advisory Committee composed of college and university administrators. 

Title IV of the National Defense Education Act authorized the Office of Education 
to award 1,000 fellowships in the academic year 1959-60, and 1,500 in each of the three 
succeeding years. Nine more fellows for 1960-61 will be selected soon. 

Of the 1,491 fellowships awarded, 36 percent are in scientific and technical fields -- 
16 percent in the physical sciences, 10 percent in the biological sciences, and 10 per- 
cent in engineering. Another 30 percent of the awards went to fellows studying in the 
social sciences, 27 percent in the humanities, and 7 percent in education. 

Eighty of the fellowships are one-year and two-year awards and 1,411 are three- 
year awards. All of the 1,000 fellowships awarded last year were three-year awards and 
went only to first-year graduate students. 


Publication on Foreign The proceedings of the Fifth Annual Conference on Uni- 
Responsibilities Issued versity Contracts Abroad sponsored by the Office of 


Institutional Projects Abroad have been published by 
the Council under the title, "Toward a Foreign Policy for Higher Education." The con- 
ference consisted of two general policy sessions, entitled "Objectives of U. S. For- 
eign Educational Policy" and "The Internationalization of Higher Education," and three 
concurrent working sessions on various aspects of interinstitutional programs abroad. 
The topics discussed in these latter were: "Impact of American University Programs 
Abroad," “Impact of American University Programs on Participating Institutions," and 
"Operational Problems in University Contracting." Full texts of the papers presented 
at the general sessions, as well as addresses delivered by Senator Jacob K. Javits and 
President Henry T. Heald of the Ford Foundation, are included in this publication. 
Also included are summaries by the rapporteurs on the working sessions. 

Copies of the publication have been distributed to representatives of institutions 
and organizations holding Council membership. Additional copies may be obtained for 
the price of $1.00 from the Publications Division, American Council on Education, 

178 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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